Morphological changes in human myocardium during permanent pacing.
We have reviewed 74 cases of patients with permanent pacing, using different types of pacing leads in order to determine what morphological changes are produced by this therapy. Macroscopic examination of the heart was performed and slides at the implantation site reviewed when available. Severe chronic inflammation, scarring and a myocardial response were the prominent findings. From a strictly morphological aspect, the initial trauma at implantation time, the chronic foreign body reaction and myocardial response to chronic trauma, are both much less significant in endovenous than in epimyocardial pacing.